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Learning the Three Cs





One of our parents recently contacted me inquiring about a talk I had with parents back in September 2006. She is writing a paper about educational philosophies and remembered me mentioning that our students need to learn the Three Cs in order to be successful in the future. Yes, we still need to teach the Three Rs (Reading , ‘Riting and ‘Rithmetic) however our world is changing at an ever accelerating pace and in order to be successful our children also need to be skilled in:


Communication


  Collaboration


    Creative Problem-Solving





If we examine the condition of our present economy and how we, as a society, will resolve these economic issues, being skilled in the Three Cs is vital. If we examine our country’s current condition and the skills our new President will need in order to be successful, the Three Cs will certainly be essential skills in which President-Elect Obama will need to demonstrate proficiency.





Our teachers are well aware of the importance of these skills as they themselves use them more than in the past. Teachers communicate today with parents in a variety of ways (telephone, cell phone, text messaging, e-mail, website, etc). Teachers no longer work in isolation but work more and more collaboratively with colleagues, and support staff. Teachers are more in-tune with the varied needs of their students and need to be creative problem-solvers in order to have all children succeed.





Therefore, our teachers know the importance of teaching these skills to their students. Children are required to express themselves well in written form and Writers Workshop focuses on teaching these skills. Children are asked to express themselves verbally and more time is devoted to practicing this skill in class. Children are asked to work collaboratively and many classes have removed the individual student desks and replaced them with tables in order to better share ideas and work closer with their fellow students. Children spend a bigger part of their day using information and data to solve problems rather than memorizing facts.





Our children will inherit the world in the condition we leave it. They certainly will have many opportunities as well as challenges. More and more, our nation’s issues are becoming global issues (economy, global warming, safety and security). We may be able to reflect nostalgically about the good ole days and how schools taught the Three Rs but looking forward, our children must become proficient in the Three Cs as well in order to be competitive and successful in the world they inherit.























