Osborn Hill PTA Board Meeting Minutes
January 8, 2009
Call to order by Kristin Galletta at 8:35 pm on January 8th at Amy VanBuren’s home.
Members Present: Kristin Galletta, Meg Day, Gail Kiremidjian, Eileen Blees, Lynn Goddard, Cindy Jennes, Amy Van Buren, Karla Palmer, Liz Benyon, Aimee Chartier, Amy Borruso, Charlene O’Connell, Jessica Gerber, Casey Elliot,  Kim Bruno, and Debbi O’Keefe.  
Guest Speaker: Dr Ann Clark, Superintendent of Schools at OHS, Jan.21st   at 7:30pm. The Budget will be discussed, including increased costs of 2.9% along with the need to keep the numbers as low as possible.  It’s viewed at the elementary school level there is not a lot to cut, but discussions on the middle and high school level cuts in sports could take place.  
· Kindergarten - Full/Extended day kindergarten will not be on the Fairfield Board of Education agenda on January13, 2009.  As in previous years, Fairfield Public Schools will continue to offer the choice of full day and extended day options for incoming kindergarten students.

· Mr. Lipman, along with the other Principals, has already been asked to cut back on this current year’s school expenses.  OHS will cut back by reducing expenses for subs (interns will be used instead), art supplies, library supplies, computer supplies and other general expenses. Next year the following items will not be in the budget; the proposed courtyard, the connector to the annex and the exhaust fan for the gym.   
· A discussion took place regarding the Stratfield Elementary School Overcrowding Issue, including the current situation and several options that had been discussed at town meetings.  Additional portables are not considered an option since there is no physical room on the property.  Some parents of Stratfield children pleaded to do nothing.  Redistricting was raised as a solution including: moving the 4th grade class to Burr for two years (4th & 5th   grade); or moving two neighborhoods out of Stratfield, one to McKinley and one to Jennings.   
President’s Report:

· Thank you to chairs of Adopt a Family, Reflections and Bingo.
· The Reflections Program is underway.

· Bingo will be on 1/27 with two sessions.

· Nominating Committee discussions took place. All Board members were asked to suggest parent volunteers who might be interested in working on this committee.  In addition Board members were asked to think about how they would like to serve the community if the term for their board position is ending.
Executive Board Reports: BOE and Small Committee updates included that expenses for relocation of OHS Portables were not factored into the original budget.  It is unclear where the funds for this expense will come from.  
Treasurer’s Report: OHS PTA bank balances at 12/31/08 were $34,658.38.  
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 10:00 pm.

Submitted by:

Gail Kiremidjian,
Secretary
