Osborn Hill PTA Board Meeting Minutes
May 7, 2009
Call to order by Meg Day at 8:25 pm on May 7th at Amiee Chartier’s home.
Members Present: Kristin Galletta, Meg Day, Gail Kiremidjian,  Charlene O’Connell, Lynn Goddard, Cindy Jennes, Amy Van Buren,  Jessica Gerber, Karla Palmer, Aimee Chartier, Liz Benyon, Kathy Finlaw, Robin Orris, Louise Rothwell, Nancy Schwarz, Meg Kuhn, Lisa Newton, Casey Elliot, and Michael Goughner.  
· Introductions were made of present and future PTA Board members. 

· At General Meeting, Mr. Lipman will provide updates on the Budget and Annex.

· Thanks you’s were made: Note Cards will be in on May 15th; Art Show went beautifully and Mrs. Lerch received a Hands on Pottery dish; Spring Boutique  did very well and came in at around $2,000; Teacher’s Appreciation Week is going well; Walk was very successful; Next fall’s walkathon will be the same week as Walk to School day. Thinking of T-shirt designs created by students, still need to work on advertising; Poetry Night last week received a small turnout since so many other things were going on.  It was wonderfully done and requires better advertising next year. 

· Calendar of Events for 2009-10 were distributed and could be sent home to families at the end of this school year.  We are thinking of Flashing the full month calendar before each month.  Discussions took place on how to educate parents on where OHS fundraiser money goes. August 17th envelopes need to be stuffed for the beginning of school mailing.  The Fall Social is planned and September 25 is a likely date.  Location still needs to be determined.  Diversity Day may move to the first week in December next year.  

· Cindy Jennes made a presentation on the status of Committee Chairs for next year.  Discussions took place about combining Cultural Enrichment/Author Visit Budget, the role of the VP of Programming to oversee the combined budget, and the requirement for the two different committee chairs to communicate.   Until the results of Harvest Faire and the Walkathon are reported, Gift-wrap and Cookie Dough will not be listed as OHS fundraisers.  Mill River Captains are not needed for each of 3 grades, rather just one captain for grades 3, 4, & 5.  

· Incoming 5th Grade Committee is in good order.  

· School Supplies is being discussed as the list of supplies that parent’s are asked to provide has just been reduced. 

· BoE will not pay for school directories any more.  Looking at other options including online directories that are printable.  Also if families want a hard copy they might have to pay for it.

· Fundraising for 2009-10 is being re-evaluated.  OHS may reduce the actual number of fundraisers and focus in on the two main fundraisers for the year.  Discussions took place on raising spirit and awareness on Fundraisers.
· Staff gifts were discussed.

· Board of Education update: The BOE needs to decide over the next two weeks what they should cut in the event that they have to ($500k). Separately, a petition has been taken out of Town Hall in order to have a referendum to decrease the Board of Education budget by $2.1 million. The petitioners have two weeks (until May 18) to turn in 1,833 signatures.  If they do not get this amount of signatures the referendum does not pass the petition stage.  Do not sign the petition. A Flash will go out informing OHS parent’s about this issue.  The BOE had a subcommittee level meeting last night about redistricting. The Gould Manor area was discussed to move from OHS to Holland Hill.   The parents from this area argued why move students from one crowded school just to create another crowed school.   
· PTA Council hasn’t met recently. Still need to resolve the Author Visit funds and the Scholarship Fund bill.

· Treasurer’s Report:  OHS PTA April 30, 2009 balances were $38,619.89.  Next year’s budget is done and will be presented at the May 12th meeting and voted on at the June 12th meeting.        

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 10:00 pm.

Submitted by: 
Gail Kiremidjian
Secretary
