Osborn Hill PTA General  Meeting Minutes
April 8, 2009
Call to order by Meg Day 9:20 am on April 8th in the OHS Teacher’s Lounge.
Members Present: See Attached attendance sheet. 

Principal’s Report:

· Mr. Lipman apologizes for small space for PTA meeting.

· The enrollment figures for next year currently include: 95 Kindergarten; 96 Grade 1; 87 Grade 2: 89 Grade 3; 86 Grade 4; and 85 Grade 5.  An additional class will be need for Kindergarten.  One First Grade class will move to the upper wing.  Total school enrollment for September 2009 is 538. 

· Annex Update:  There is a meeting at the end of April with the Board of Education.  Parents and teachers are concerned about the transition in June.  Central Office has been very supportive in terms of the school’s needs for this transition.  The goal is to start the September school year smoothly in the Annex.  The time line for construction is tight. Construction pieces of the Annex will be stored in the parking area by the 5th grade.  A fence may be put around the area and/or a night watchman maybe assigned. The last day for classes in the portables is the Friday before Memorial Day break.  Teachers will start boxing some items for a storage unit outside.

· Incoming Kindergarten parents have requested the following programs: 55 full day; 12 pure extended; and 28 blended, which is an extended program with a full day option.  OHS will likely be able to accommodate all parent requests.  May 11th OHS will send out confirmations on the programs.  

· Staff status: there have been rumors in town about teacher cuts.  We don’t really know at this time.  By contract, teachers need to know that there is a possibility of staff cuts.  Some teachers in the district were notified that they could be cut. 

· There have not been any discussions recently with the school’s Principals on the town moving to an all Full Day Kindergarten program to further cut costs.  Not much time in the remaining school year to address that. However, if that did happen, we think we could accommodate parents who wanted children to leave before the end of the full day. 
President’s Report:
· Thank You chairs and volunteers for: Reading Celebration Week; Book Swap (may expand event next year); Diversity Day ( Kathy Finlaw for her huge efforts); Year Book; C.A.N.E.; Publishing Center; Junior Great Books; and Note Cards.   
· The Executive PTA Board Nominations for 2009-2010 were reviewed and named. Jessica Gerber Motioned that we vote on the Board as presented.  It was seconded.  The vote was unanimous and the Motioned Carried.  The 2009- 2010 PTA Executive Board was officially approved. Installation Ceremony will occur at the PTA Meeting next month on May 13th.
· Volunteer Coordinator Update: Fifth Grade Committee is Anna Imbrogno, Susan Glucksman, and Lynn Goddard; and FAY Chairperson’s are Liz Jackowitz and Jillian Shaffer. Questions about the directory were addressed. Mill River needs a Captain (Grades 3, 4, & 5).
· Fall Walkathon Update: The date has been rescheduled for October 9th to tie in with October 7th which is Walk to School Day.

· Harvest Fare Chairs have been planning and are in good shape.

· 2008-2009 5th Grade Committee Update:

· Ellis Island Trip, April 22

· RLMS Parent Orientation, April 29

· Mill River Trip, May

· Family Life Meeting, May

· D.A.R.E. Graduation,  May 27th

· Faculty/Student Softball Game, May 20th
· Beach Day at Jennings, June 9th, rain date June 11th
· RLMS Tour for 5th graders, June 12th
· Moving Up Ceremony,  June 19th,  9:45 am 

· Majority of funds for 5th grade events come from the Pizza Fundraiser at the end of the school year and to a much lesser extent, from Hat Day.
· Note: the D.A.R.E. program has been suggested to be cut as the town is looking to further cut the BOE budget.  

· Pizza Fundraiser for next year 5th graders is coming up the last days of school. 
· Teacher’s Appreciation Week 

· Donations for prizes for Pop Culture Trivia Contest needed.

· Breakfast, Monday hosted by K-2

· Lunch, Thursday hosted by 3-5

Treasurer’s Report:
· Note Cards did great, double the budget number.

· Committees need to reduce expenses for the remainder of the year.

· Year Book was much more expensive this year and incurred additional costs due to four extra pages as number students higher this year.

· Additional fundraisers might be needed in June to support budget.
· The school still wants to buy projectors for the Smart Boards.
· Blue Fish Fundraiser was in budget this year but is cancelled due to  changes in Blue Fish policies

· OHS PTA balances for March 31, 2009 were $35,686.20.
BOE Report: 
· Board of Selectman approved the non recurring budget.  RTM still need to approve.  OHS parents still can fill out online survey on Town website.  All RTM subcommittee meeting are at Town Hall.  RTM meetings on budget are scheduled for April 27th @ OHS @ 8:00 pm with public comment,  and May 4th @ OHS @ 8:00 pm, for vote.  If you can’t attend meetings email RTM members and or send Letters to Editor of local papers. 

· Redistricting Update:  The 5 school proposal is dead.  Over 900 people signed a petition against the proposal.  The redistricting issue is now being sent back to a subcommittee and a town wide redistricting is being considered for 2010 or 2011.  Discussions are in very early stages.  On June 9th a subcommittee of three people will present their recommendation to the full committee. 

Upcoming Events:

· 4/24 - Art Show - Grades 3, 4 & 5.

· 4/28 - Spring Boutique – 23 confirmed vendors so far.
· 4/29 - Kindergarten Visitation.

· 5/4-8- Teacher Appreciation Week

· 5/13 - BOGO Book Fair.

· 5/13 – PTA General Meeting. 

· 5/15 - Field Day, rain date 5/22.
· 5/19 – School Picnic

· 5/29 - Spring Social
· 6/12 – PTA Thank You Coffee

Old Business: 

· Variety Show DVD release forms are all in.

· OHS received a PTA membership award at the PTA Conference.

New Business:

· Fundraising Evaluation- looking at frequency and structure of fundraising, and improving awareness and timing of fundraising events. Changes planned for some past major OHS fundraisers.

· Questions on Full Day Kindergarten were raised given the pressure to further reduce the budget.   

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 10:30 am.
Submitted by:

Gail Kiremidjian,
Secretary
