Osborn Hill PTA General Meeting Minutes
February 12, 2009
Call to order by Kristin Galletta at 9:35 am, February 12th in the APR.
Members Present: See attached list. 
Principal’s Report:

· Mr. Lipman started the meeting with an Annex Update.
*    Classes in existing four portables will move into the main building before the end of the school year.  Two classes will move to the library, one class to the Art Room and one class to the Music Room.
*    Outside activities formerly planned in June will be moved to May.

*    Fifth Grade Tile Project will be moved from June to May. 


      *    Plan is to have classes in Annex on first day of school in September.

      *    Outdoor recess will take place on the playground through year end.
Guest Speaker, First Selectman, Ken Flatto:

· Mr. Flatto spoke about the CT Posts comments on him from furious tax payers. He acknowledges public’s frustration given the weak economic environment and the already lean budget.  He will give the board an array of choices to cut the budget further.  He told Dr. Clark that he thought the BOE budget was pretty lean, and that there was no reason for an increase since the school population is declining. The PTA must now decide how to defend and support the BOE budget. Other people, not him, will be proposing huge budget cuts within the town. He hopes the combination of small shared cutbacks gets taxes down 1%. He has asked the school district to approach unions and have them give back to Town Schools.  Town employees’ use of town owned cars have been reduced.
· On the positive side, All Annex plans are going well.  The Small Project Committee accepted bids.  In addition, the problem regarding moving the portables has been worked out. The BOE allocated funds in non-recurring budget for two OHS items: kitchen addition for a new serving line and more freezer space; and a replacement boiler.  These items, along with repairs for other schools have been left in place.  OHS is no longer the most over crowded school in the district, Stratfield is.  The town is currently discussing options to address the overcrowded situation at Stratfield School including: annexes, renovation, expansion, and redistricting.  In addition, some other elementary schools need some work. The BOE wants to focus on Middle Schools. The BOE developed the proposal to build a sixteen room addition onto Fairfield Woods Middle School.  He reviewed it and concurred that this developed from an 8 room proposal initially to a 16 room proposal.  He questions why one would want to over stress the core space at the Middle School. Mr. Flatto created a Study Committee to look into the space at the 3 Middle Schools.  They are looking at the space room by room and looking into sharing room space. If you put ten rooms onto Fairfield Woods Middle School and then you require more gym and cafeteria space the project becomes big, in dollar terms. Projecting the peak population is also a factor.  And the committee will recognize that this is a short term problem.  If the peak population revolves around a five year window, then permanent space is not needed. The committee should be done with their findings in April.  Mr. Flatto does acknowledge some need for space. With respect to the Stimulus Bill, it does appear that the town may get a little money for programs in Fairfield, which may go toward reducing taxes.   Although the Stimulus Bill does cut out new school construction money, money for expansion construction for existing schools was not cut. We are looking into areas to consolidate town and BOE service costs (ex. exterior maintenance).  Dr. Clark is proposing 2.3% increase in budget. People are demanding to take some costs away.  Mr. Flatto will not propose large cutbacks.  However, if we don’t lay out a number of cutback proposals, the budget process will be very difficult.  He suggested to cut out the Library System annual expense of $300-400k for this year. In the end of the BOE budget process, Dr. Clark and the BOE will work on  budget and will determine which areas will be cut to foot to the dictated budget number.          
· As for the health of the town, it appears better than many neighboring towns. Job loss is a big issue and new construction has fallen dramatically.  Our Pension System was one of the most over funded in the country, so even after the recent fraud we are still funded at 85%, much higher than the national average of 75%.

Principal’s Report Continued:

· A mini redistricting plan has been proposed in the North East Corner to address the overcrowding at Stratfield School.  OHS is not part of this proposal.  
· OHS Kindergarten enrollment was projected at 75 and is now 91.  If it increases by two more OHS will need another classroom.  Kindergarten registration has gone out and no changes have been made to the program. 

· CMT Testing for grades 3, 4, & 5 will held March 2-16, with Fridays off. The second week will begin the Math testing. The third week will be for make ups. 

President’s Report:
· Amy Borruso moved to vote on the OHS PTA’s Revised Bylaws.  The motion carried.  The Bylaws were approved 19:0.
· Thank you to: Mr. Hudspeth and Megan Tibbal and Susan Glucksman for Bingo; and the Variety Show chairs and helpers (a DVD will be available, however if a release form isn’t returned the skit will not be included.) 

· Spiritwear has some available stock that will be sold at events in the near future. Any feed back on next year’s line is appreciated.  A contest is planned for the class that demonstrates the most spirit on our next Spirit Day, Friday, 2/27.

· Nominating Committee plans to present the 2009-2010 Executive Board slate at the March 12th PTA Meeting. The PTA then plans on voting on the nominated positions at the April 8th meeting.

· OHS Non-recurring Budget Petition is online.  The Non-recurring Budget will be reviewed at the Board of Finance and Board of Selectman Meetings. To support the Non-recurring Budget for OHS go online and submit the petition.

· Head lice have been reported in many students at OHS recently. During this stressful and all consuming time please remember to keep clothing separate, check your child’s head at home, and notify the school if treated. 

Treasurer’s Report: OHS bank balances at January 31, 2009 were $34,229.64.  
Board Reports:

· Update was provided on the ongoing discussions regarding the various proposals to address the overcrowded situation at Stratfield School, including the recent 5 school mini redistricting plan in the north east corner.
Upcoming Events:
· Friday, February 13th Share Assembles postponed.

New Business:

· Harvest Faire date is October 3, 2009.
· OHS is considering a school body walkathon fundraiser instead of a traditional fundraiser like gift wrap. Chapel Hill School in Stratford participated in a school walkathon this year. The walkathon was held early in the school year on a school day. Participants that reached donations of $30 or more were eligible for t-shirts.  The Stratford School was very successful in raising ample funds. The President Elect suggested finding a chair person for this event.  Debbi O’Keefe volunteered.

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 10:55am.

Submitted by:

Gail Kiremidjian,
Secretary
