Osborn Hill PTA General  Meeting Minutes
March 12, 2009
Call to order by Kristin Galletta at 7:30 pm on March 12th in the OHS Library.
Members Present: See Attached attendance sheet. 

Principal’s Report:

· Several meetings this week already took place including the Budget Presentation to the BOF and BOS and the BOE Meeting.  Several things that apply to OHS were discussed. Under non-recurring items the OHS kitchen expansion was addressed.  This will include a 15 foot addition out the back driveway to accommodate additional storage.  Also a second service line will be built.  Tonight the architect is reviewing the kitchen.  Both the BOF and BOS were very positive about the projects.  The needed work on Burr’s second floor was discussed. 

· The enrollment figures for next year currently include 91 Kindergarteners along with a total student body of 541. 

· Annex Update:  Discussions with Central Office on what we will need for the move from the portables include: boxes for storage, tables, partitions and some computers.  Continued discussions with the four teachers that need to move from the portables are underway.  Currently 2 classes are expected to move to the library each in a 20 X 30 foot separate area, one class to the art room, and one class to the music room. The end of the year move was preferable to a beginning of the school year move as classes begin to wind down at the end of the year. The Annex will provide OHS with one additional net class room.  Central Office is coming to OHS to view the outside recess space to plan how to block off the construction area. 

· Staff update: Alison Lerch will not be returning next year as the full time art teacher. She expects to be here sometimes to substitute or help out.  We all wish her well.  Our third grade teacher, Mrs. Bilek, has decided to stay home with her new baby. There could be some other changes as we may move some faculty around. Discussions have taken place on what teachers are coming back district wide. Also the budget hasn’t been finalized yet so these factors will play a roll on staffing for next year. 

· Budget Cutbacks: Earlier this year OHS was asked to cut costs 10%.  Significant expense reductions were made in Art, Computer Labs, substitute teachers and overall general costs.   Around $13,000 cost cutting was made. Now OHS is feeling the impact of some of theses cutbacks, especially with supplies and paper. 

· Earth Day is approaching and OHS is planning on participating in the town celebration. OHS is part of the Green Generation Program.  We ask all to discuss what would you dare to live without?  Discuss the “Live with Less Challenge”.  Some suggestions are: eating at home and eat leftovers; give up bottled water for a week; give up disposable plates and plastic utensils; reduce laundry; turn lights out; shop in your own closets; lower your heat and put on a sweater; use less. Other activities coming.
· New to OHS is CMT relief day, in which 3rd, 4th & 5th graders will be able to purchase a red clown nose and wear at school on Friday March 20th. 
· Reading Celebration is coming up next week.

· The 5th Grade Letter is going out with all the 5th Grade Events.  The Ellis Island information memo will be sent to parents tomorrow.  

· The Tri-state Consortium will come to study the Library Media Center & Activities. They critically look at the Program in April.       

President’s Report:
· Thank You to: Dana Kery and Vicki Hyde for Spiritwear; Kim Ruggerio and Meg Capodanno, for Reading Celebration Week; Kim Sherman, Marsha Lundvall, Ronna Elliot, & Gayle Szuchman for Book Swap; Des McEttrick for the Ozzie Online Flash, all the Art in the Classroom volunteers and for all who participated in the very successful Boxtops campaign.  Boxtops has raised over $700. Note the Book Swap time has changed to 5:30-6:30 pm on 3/25. Spiritwear is looking for suggestions in product line.   
· The Executive PTA Board Slate for 2009-2010 was presented and individuals were introduced.  Aimee Chartier moved to vote on the Slate as presented.  It was seconded. The vote was unanimous and the Motioned Carried.  The Nominating Committee was commended for their great job

· Fall Walkathon Update:   Debbi O’Keefe will chair this committee. The date is scheduled for Friday, September 25th, with a rain date of Tuesday, September 29th.   It is intended that the Walkathon will replace the Gift Wrap Fundraiser. If needed, Gift Wrap will be a backup fundraiser.  Each child that raises $30 will get a T-shirt.  All children will participate regardless if they raise money or not.  
· Yearbook is almost done, some pictures still needed. All orders are due by 3/25.       

· Discussions took place on branding OHS image and building OHS spirit.

· Note cards Fundraiser information came home today.  Be sure your child came home with all the pieces. Ordered cards should be back by Mother’s Day.

· Please sign the OHS online petition to support the kitchen expansion and boiler. 
· OHS is expanding the Spirit Day role.

Upcoming Events:

· 3/18, 3/24, 3/26- Conferences/Early Dismissal.
· 3/23-37 - Reading Celebration Week - Teacher’s will read Danny Champion of the World, Wednesday student’s are invited to dress up as a character, teachers will do additional activities. 

· 3/25 - Book Swap- 5:30-6:30pm -  In need of chapter books, unclaimed books go to teachers, then charity.

· 4//7 - Diversity Day for 3rd & 4th grades.  Approximately 20 volunteers are needed for each of the two shifts.  Students will rotate to the seven stations.    
· 4/24 – Art Show -  Volunteers needed for the 4 days prior and day of Art Show.

· 4/28 – Spring Boutique- Local vendors offer great gifts before Mother’s day.

 .   
Volunteer Coordinator Update:
· Suggestions for extra committees are welcomed.
· A Lice Committee could be formed under the existing Health Committee. 
· Earth Day could fall under the Green Committee.
· An OHS Brand Image/ Logo committee id being discussed.

· Seeking volunteer Chairs for the 5th Grade Committee, Fall Social and Art Show.

· Treasurer’s need to know what is being added to the extent it impacts the budget.
Treasurer’s Report: 

· OHS Bank balances for the Month ended February 28, 2009 were $38, 132.83.

· 5th grade parents need to hand in receipts for reimbursements by early June. 

· Both Bingo and the Variety Show came in over budget.

BOE Report: 
· Thanks to our BOE reps which have done a great job all year keeping us updated about the meetings.

· The Board of Finance meeting had a hostile tone as a member of the BOE was verbally attacked for not putting pressure on the Unions to cut costs.  

· At the Board of Ed meeting, large groups of unhappy people from Stratfield spoke about their concerns on the redistricting proposals.  Some BOE members feel strongly against the proposals and think there should be a town wide redistricting in a few years. The Vote on the overcrowded Stratfield situation will take place at the March 24th meeting.
· Saturday, March 21st at 10 am the Budget will be discussed at the Senior Center. Please attend and represent parents of Elementary School Children who support the Budget without further cuts. 

· Several Letters to the Editor have supported larger class sizes. 
New Business:

The C.A.R.E. Committee is promoting good character traits. The theme is “How can I make OHS a brighter place?” Parents and teachers at OHS are asked to recognize students that demonstrate good behavior, thank the student and place his/her name on the APR ray of sun wall. 
May 29th is Spring Social at Sky Box from 7-10pm no cover charge. 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:50 pm.

Submitted by:

Gail Kiremidjian,
Secretary
