February 16, 2010

Presidents’ Letter

Dear Parents and Guardians of OHS Students,

It’s hard to believe that it’s already mid-February and that the 100th day of school was celebrated this past week.  While the children enjoyed the extra time off from school due to the school cancellation, the delayed opening on Thursday forced us to cancel our February PTA meeting.   The content of this letter will inform you of many of the items we were planning to discuss. 

Before diving into upcoming events, we want to recognize two activities that took place in January which were both family-focused and a great amount of fun.  First, the annual Variety Show this year was extra special not only because the children in each of the 30 acts demonstrated their talents and creativity, but the appearance of Governor Rell was an added attraction.  We were extremely proud of our OHS community and the reception you provided our Governor.  The Governor was thrilled with the greetings given to her and left the RLMS auditorium with the following of a popular rock star.  Thank you to all who attended for making this such a special night.  And, a huge thank you to the Oppenheimer family, for without them, the evening would not have been possible.  Thank you to Sheila and Gordon Oppenheimer for all the hard work you’ve done for the past 3 years in making the Variety Show a success.  A special thank you to Sean Oppenheimer whose invitation to Governor Rell was a gift we all got to enjoy that evening.   And, a final thank you to all the student narrators, the stage crew and to our dedicated committee members including Paula Tommins and Ena Jain.  

Family Fun Night, also held in January was a tremendous success and a fun-filled evening for those who attended.   During the course of the two sessions, hundreds of OHS students and their families got to participate in at least 5 games of bingo.  Many students walked away with great prizes and the APR was filled with excitement.  Thanks to all who participated, and a special thank you to the committee chairs Megan Tibbell and Susan Glucksman who made the evening run so smoothly.

Osborn Hill students, families and faculty once again showed their generosity  this month in our collection for the International Red Cross to assist those affected by the Haiti earthquake.  In one week’s time, our school collected over $1,000 (in addition to the many individual pledges given to numerous organizations helping the people in Haiti).  Our hearts go out to all those affected by the earthquake.  
Here at Osborn Hill, we are also reaching out to children in other countries.  Our Spanish teacher, Senora Mirci, has established a connection with a Peace Corps teacher in Costa Rica, and as a result, our Fifth Graders will start a penpal program with children there.

Several other activities surrounding the curriculum and school policies are also in the works for the upcoming weeks:

· On Thursday, February 24, parents are invited to the OHS Literacy Night; an informative evening focusing on how parents can reinforce at home the literacy skills taught in all grades.  If you are interested in attending, please RSVP to OHS’s Language Arts Consultant Colleen Morello at cmorello@fairfield.k12.ct.us.

· Children in grades 3-5 have been preparing for the CMTs and should have come home with a schedule for the tests that run throughout March beginning March 2.  
· Also in March, orientation and registration for the upcoming kindergarten class will be held.

· We have posted our Parent Handbook on our website.  Mrs. Greer will be surveying parents of several classes to find out how useful the handbook is and ask for suggestions for next year’s handbook.

The Board of Education continues to review the budget proposed by Superintendent Dr. Ann Clark.   If you have not had the opportunity to follow this budget closely, part of the increase proposed by Dr. Clark includes an additional amount of staffing added to Osborn Hill as a result of our increased enrollment.  These staffing increases include:  .5 Instructional Improvement Teacher, .4 Social Worker, .2 Gifted and Talented Teacher, .5 Reading Resource teacher and .2 Math Resource teacher.  
Parental involvement in getting the budget approved is critical and we encourage all parents to provide their comments to our town officials.  Contact information for these people can be found on our OHS website.

In addition, the Fairfield Woods Middle School project is also a topic of considerable discussion since the addition affects ALL future middle and high school students in the Fairfield School District.  Last Thursday, the Board of Finance held a special meeting about the bonding proposal for the Townwide Middle School Space Addition.  While a motion was made to vote, the majority of the members voted to continue the discussion and vote on Wednesday, Feb 24th at 7:30 at the BOE offices.
We apologize again for the need to cancel the PTA meeting last week and hope that you will attend our next meeting on March 11 at 7:30 pm.  At this meeting, Anna Cutaia-Leonard, Director or Elementary Education will discuss the Opt in option for McKinley; we will discuss the status of our Nominating Committee and key committee positions available for the 2010-11 school year; and we’ll also discuss our options for where the additional money we raised from fundraisers this year should be spent.
We hope each of you is enjoying the winter break and keep in mind…only 5 weeks until Spring officially begins!

Sincerely,

Meg Day and Louise Rothwell

PTA Co-Presidents

