November 10, 2009

Presidents’ Letter

Dear Parents and Guardians of OHS Students,

As many of us are transitioning our kids’ soccer and football cleats for basketball high-tops and hockey skates, our OHS PTA is also looking to make some changes.

As you know, our Fall fundraisers were an enormous success and each one –Harvest Fair, the Otter Walkathon, and the Scholastic book fair – surpassed our budgeted income.  There are a number of directions we can take towards reinvesting this income in our students and in our school, however, we would like your input.  Traditionally we have not held a December PTA meeting but next month we are adding one and dedicating it to the discussion of the budget; both the PTA budget and our school’s budget.   Please look for the December PTA meeting date in upcoming FLASHES.

Whether it’s the school budget or your family’s budget, we realize that everyone has had to tighten purse-strings.  As this holiday season approaches we are making changes to the Adopt-A-Family program.  This year, we will be “adopting” two Bridgeport charities, enabling us to assist a far greater number of people.  In addition, instead of asking for monetary donations as was done in the past, each grade will be “assigned” an item where gently-used contributions will be appreciated.  Information regarding our new program will be distributed soon, or to hear more about this from our Committee Chairs, please come to our PTA meeting this Thursday.
Also during our PTA meeting on Thursday we will discuss our PTA Board’s list of priorities for this school year.  As many of you know, OHS is the largest elementary school in Fairfield and many of our resources are stretched due to our enrollment size.  As we approach the upcoming budget season, it is our goal as a PTA Board and for our parent body to be an advocate for our school and fight for equity in resources.  We will let you know how you can help!
With so much taking place at our school, we feel that two-way communication with our families is essential.  Beginning in January, Mr. Lipman will begin a monthly “Principal’s Breakfast” with parents.  Here, he will discuss with us a topic that is of concern or something that parents would like to learn more about.  We think this will be an excellent way of addressing any issues on a routine basis in addition to the information that is conveyed during the monthly PTA meetings.  We will announce the dates in December, and hope you will be able to join us.
We would also like to pay special thanks to a number of parents who have contributed their time this month and make our events run so smoothly:
· Book Fair chairs Maria Martucci, Kristin Hopper, Bonnie Boyle, Didi Bourque, Sharon Sacci and Karla Palmer for coordinating such a wonderful chair and making this the most successful book fair yet!

· UNICEF chairs Meg Capodanno and Leslie Donahue for organizing the distribution and collection of UNICEF boxes at Halloween.

· Mill River Captain Lynn Goddard and all the volunteer trainers from grades 3-5 who, despite some cold and rainy weather conditions, make Mill River a wonderful learning experience for our 3-5 graders.

· Art Scheduling chairs Sue Costantino and Julie Golynker for coordinating the volunteers for each class.  Also thanks to all the volunteers who assist our children and Miss G to ensure our Art classes run smoothly. 

· Health, Safety and Fitness Chair Meg Capodanno for representing OHS at PTA Council meetings and sharing information on how we can improve the overall wellness of our children.
And finally, even though we are not in school today, we hope you will take a few minutes to discuss with your children the significance of Veteran’s Day and give thanks to all who are currently serving in the military or veterans who have served our country in the past.    During this season of thanks, we also send each of you warm wishes for a wonderful holiday season with family and friends.

Thank you again for the tremendous support you have demonstrated this year and, as always, we welcome any suggestions you may have to improve our PTA and welcome you to contact us at any time.

Sincerely,

Meg Day and Louise Rothwell

PTA Co-Presidents

