October 7, 2009
Presidents’ Letter
 
Dear Parents and Guardians of OHS Students,
 
What a busy month it has been!  We hope you and your children have made a smooth transition into the school year and are enjoying all the activities that the Fall offers.  One of the most enjoyable aspects of the Fall is getting to know new families who have just joined the OHS community.  In addition to the kindergarten families, this year we welcome 20 new families coming to us from other schools in Fairfield, five Connecticut towns, New York and other countries including Belgium, Ecuador and Korea.  We welcome each of you and hope your Osborn Hill experience is a great one.
 
No matter if you are new to OHS or have been here for years, we hope each family recognizes what a wonderful community OHS is.  This year, we are completely overwhelmed by the generosity and spirit our children, parents and administration have already demonstrated.  
 
It is usually around the holiday season where we take the time to reflect upon the gifts we have and those that we hold dear.  We thought it was appropriate this year, however, to let you know now just a few reasons why our OHS families are so special and to thank you for making our community so strong.
 
· We thank you for your patience during the kitchen renovation.  Our kitchen passed the CT State inspection with a perfect score and is now fully-functioning with two service lines which enables children to enjoy a longer time eating.  
· We thank you for showing up to Open Houses and being an active participant in your child’s education, for taking the time to introduce yourselves to the teachers and for participating in your child’s classroom. 
· We thank you for attending this year’s Volunteer Sign-Up Night and for so generously volunteering your time for our many events and activities.  Our volunteers make our school work and keep our activities running smoothly.  We could not do it without you! 

· We thank you for having an open mind and being receptive to changes we have made in our fundraising efforts.  Our Walkathon this year replaced the tradition gift wrap fundraiser, and your support was overwhelming!  Our goal of raising $12,000 was blown away and your contributions have generated a whopping $20,000 directly to OHS.  THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU! 

· In addition, we thank you for so generously supporting Harvest Fair and making it a perfect day in spite of the rainy forecast.  We have never seen such creative and stunning baked goods and cakes, nor had such wonderful raffle baskets and we thank each of you for your attendance and time contributed to the day.  We know many, many hours and e-mails went into making the day work, and the result was fantastic.  This is OHS’s traditional community event, and everyone—students, parents, teachers and administrators—worked together to make Harvest Fair a fun day for the family.  Again…we thank you! 

 
We would also like to pay special thanks to a number of other people who have contributed their time this month:
 
· Art in the Classroom chairs Charlene O’Connell, Marlene Rooney, Jen Hinkle and Laura Ellwanger for selecting the artwork, providing the write-ups and organizing the kick-off meeting. 

· Celebration Books chair Margaret Reynolds for helping to stock our LMC with needed books in honor of special OHS students and events. 

· Cultural Enrichment/FAY chairperson Liz Jackowitz for researching programs and scheduling upcoming performances. 

· Box Tops for Education chairs Jessica Gerber and Meg Kuhn for organizing last month’s Box Tops competition and for showing us how easy it is for us to all contribute money to OHS by simply clipping the pink coupons on many packaged goods and shopping online. 

· Publicity chairs Paula Tommins and Wendy Probert for getting OHS’s various activities publicized in local papers and throughout the Fairfield community. 

· Room Parents Mary Schiller and Julie Golynker for soliciting, selecting and organizing the various functions of our room parents. 

· Yearbook Committee chairs Cindy Jennes, Carolanne Ghee, Debbie Casey and Patrice Morgan for creating and judging the yearbook cover competition, arranging school photography day and already beginning the work for the 2009-2010 yearbook. 

· Harvest Fair Committee chairs, including: Marnie Rubenstein (Raffle Baskets); Didi Bourque (Volunteers); Jen Hinkle (Bake Sale); Allison Kramer (Cake Walk); Anna Imbrogno and JoAnn Simonelli (Tickets/Wristbands); Alicia Casucci and Tom Prestegaard (Rides); Jacqui Coghlan, Megan Scully and Denise Evanko (Crafts); Debra Kortmansky (Entertainment); Janice Sikorsky (Food); Kathy Berens and Jessa Murnin (Drinks); George and Teresa Harris (Decorating); Megan Tibball (Fun Stuff), Fran Nolan (Games) and Susan Freed (Map).  A very special thank you to the Harvest Fair chairs Susan Bellissimo, Alexis Yates and Heather Ferrone for dedicating so many hours and working through the millions of details to make this a success. 

 
 
And, don’t forget to get outside and enjoy the Fall weather on Wednesday for  NATIONAL WALK TO SCHOOL DAY.   In order to promote physical fitness, we encourage all children and parents who are capable to participate in this fun activity.  After last year’s event, we found the number of walkers each morning to increase significantly; what a great way to start the day!   If you choose not to walk on Wednesday, we remind you that all busses will be operating on a normal schedule.  The rain date, if needed, will be Thursday, October 8.  
 
And, on Friday, we host our long-awaited WALK-A-THON!  If you would like to come to school and cheer on the walkers, all students will gather in the bus loop at 9:15.  What a sight it will be to see each of our 552 students and teachers in the specially-designed t-shirt.  All children will receive their t-shirts in their classes on Friday morning.  If it’s a chilly day, your child may want to wear a long shirt for underneath the t-shirt.  Also, please remember to send you child in sneakers on Friday so they are comfortable on their 1-mile walk.  The weather is looking beautiful, however, if needed, the rain date will be next Tuesday, October 13.
 
Some additional dates for your calendar for the next 2 weeks:
 
· Thursday, October 8 at 7:30 will be the 2nd PTA meeting of the year in OHS’s APR.  At this meeting, all 7 candidates running for the Board of Education will be here and will answer the most-frequently submitted questions from OHS families.  In order to make it easier for parents to attend this important meeting, Girl Scouts from the 5th grade Troop will provide babysitting from 7:15 to 8:45 for a charge of $5/child or maximum of $10 per family.  We hope to see you there! 

· Monday, October 12 is SCHOOL PICTURE DAY.  If your child has not come home with an order form, there are additional forms in the office or you can order online at www.coffeepond.com. 

 
We thank you again for the tremendous support you have demonstrated this year.  Due to your extremely generous donations to our school, we are honoring our pledge to eliminate the Cookie Dough and Dream Theme fund-raisers we had planned.  Most importantly, we thank you for enabling the PTA to run the scheduled programs, events and fund various activities for the school throughout the year.
 
As always, we welcome any suggestions you may have to improve our PTA and welcome you to contact us at any time.
 
Sincerely,
Meg Day and Louise Rothwell
PTA Co-Presidents
